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the changes he has introduced. Few as they are, they are sufficient to cause
considerable inconvenience to any one accustomed to the earlier edition
or using references made to it. The following list of variations, which
we trust is fairly complete, may be useful: In ch. vii. § 7, ' Good faith in
the exercise of constitutional powers,' and in ch. viii. § 9, ' The office of
prime minister,' are new. On the other hand a passage at the beginning
of ch. xvi. has been omitted in this second edition. Ch. xviii. in the first
edition ended at § 6. Ch. xix. §§ 1-8 of first edition correspond to ch.
xviii. §§ 7-9 of second; ch. xix. §§ 4-6 of first edition are now altogether
omitted; they contained a discussion about the franchise, but the actual
course of events has swept on regardless of the legal constitutionalist.
The original ch. xix. was entitled ' The Constituent Bodies.' Ch. xx. of
first edition corresponds to ch. xix. of second. An appendix in the second
edition contains (1) a ' Statement embodying the circumstances under
which differences have arisen between the Houses of Legislature [in
Victoria] on the question of Constitutional Reform ; ' (2) a ' Lecture on the
Colonies and the Mother Country; ' (8) a ' Report of the Committee of
Elections and Qualifications of the Legislative Council;' (4) a ' Memo-
randum in reference to ruling of the Hon. the President on Explosives
Bill, 1885.' All these are interesting as showing the forms which English
constitutionalism takes when transplanted to a self-governing colony. The
' Lecture' is the most readable of them, and contains important remarks
about the way in which the sovereignty of the Imperial Parliament is,
and can be, maintained over the freest of colonial governments. When
Professor Hearn speaks of the colonists as forming ' a part of the great
English nation,' and then goes on to say, ' our mission is to spread the
British language, the British religion, the British laws, the British
institutions, &c.,' the adjectives in the latter case, if intended to console
the patriotic feelings of Welsh and Scotch (if not Irish) listeners, do
somewhat jar on one's sense of accuracy. What, for instance, is the
British religion ? But in this Appendix II. we are dealing not with the
lawyer, nor the historian, but the orator; and orators must be allowed
some license.

In two of the added sections there are references to the practical
commentary which colonial experience often supplies on the English con-
stitution. In ch. vii. § 7 it is said : ' The troubles that some years ago
arose in Victoria were mainly due to the circumstance that in dealing
with money'bills the Constitution Act of the colony converted into posi-
tive law what in England is merely a rule of parliamentary practice. The
result was that the exclusive claim of the House of Commons became an
exclusive right of the Legislative Assembly ' (p. 198). In ch. viii. § 9
reference is made, in a footnote on p. 224, to the official use in Victoria
of the title ' premier.' Is our actual constitution to be gradually written
out for us by our kinsmen beyond the seas ? D. G. RITCHIE.

Oeschichte der schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft. By JOHANNES
DDSBAUEB. Vol. I. (Gotha: Perthes. 1887.)

IN no department of history have the researches of the last fifty years
been more successful than in the case of the history of the Swiss Confede-
ration. Not only has an enormous amount of fresh documentary evidence
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been brought to light, but patient and painstaking students have sifted it
thoroughly, have combined stray allusions and widely scattered facts, and
have, in a nearly endless series of dissertations and articles, rewritten the
entire story. These new documents and minute investigations have, how-
ever, been printed in so many different places and in such a bewilder-
ing number of local periodicals, that students of general history have
more and more keenly felt the want of some continuous Swiss history
based on all these discoveries and researches. Johannes von Muller's
romantic and interesting history was found to bo far below the standard
of the modem critical school of historians. Many attempts have therefore
been made to supply a handy Swiss history based on authentic facts and
not on picturesque imaginings. Such are the works of Daguet, .Vulliemin,
Strickler, Henne am Bhyn, Oechsli, and Dandliker; but though each had
merits, each had drawbacks. Some allowed their patriotism to get the
better of their historical judgment; others gave no reference to original
authorities. Some were too lengthy, some too sketchy. Each and all—
even the elaborate work of Dandliker, now on the point of completion—
fell short of the just requirements of modern students. This long-felt
want seems likely to be at last supplied by the work mentioned at the
head of this notice, which, in the judgment of the present writer, is the
nearest approach yet made—or likely to be made—to the ideal history of
Switzerland.

Herr Dierauer, who dates his preface from S. Gallen, and is already
favourably known to the readers of Swiss historical periodicals, explains
that through several mishaps the task of preparing a Swiss history for the
Heeren-Ukert series has been committed to him, and that he has under-
taken the task at the encouragement of Herr G. von Wyss, his former
master. He dedicates his first volume to that eminent Swiss historian
jointly with M. Pierre Vaucher, and his work could not have appeared
under better auspices. The author modestly disclaims all merit save that
of honest devotion to his task ; bat it may be said at the outset that we
are indeed lucky to have secured so thoroughly skilled a guide to lead us
through the tangled paths of medieval Swiss history.

The present volume goes down to 1415, the period at which the Swiss
League made its first permanent conquest, that of the Aargau, and hence
includes the ' heroic ' period of Swiss history. It is thus well calculated
to test the capacities of the narrator, even though he has still before him
the tale of the Burgundian war which created Swiss nationality. The
book seems to me to possess several very great merits. First of all Herr
Dierauer impresses on us that he intends to write a history of the Swiss
Confederation, not of Switzerland—a history, that is, not of the various
districts which now form Switzerland, but of the Everlasting League
which was the nucleus round which those districts gathered in course
of time, whether of their own free will or by reason of conquest. This
is the only true method of writing Swiss history, for it alone enables
the reader to grasp the true character of that history, and to follow, with
as little trouble as is consistent with the intricacy of the subject, its
gradual development. And Herr Dierauer has most admirably carried out
his intention, the difficulties of which are only to be estimated by any one
who has tried to do the same thing. In eighty pages he sketches the
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early history of Switzerland from the lake-dwellers to the fall of the house
of Zaringen and the rise of the Habsburgs. Having thus cleared the
ground by this preliminary sketch, he then proceeds to narrate in detail
the early history of the Three Lands (though I miss any allusion to the
first mention of Uri in 782), of their struggle for freedom, and of
their leagues of 1291 and 1815 ; giving us too an outline, drawn with a
master's hand, of the legendary origin of the Confederation. In succes-
sive chapters he tells us how the original league of three members became
a league of eight by the admission of cities and districts into the original
circle. In each case a short account is given of the origins of the new
member of the league, but Herr Dierauer succeeds wonderfully in keeping
his eye on the league of whioh they became part, and in resisting the
temptation of dwelling on matters of purely local interest. The story of
the second great struggle for freedom at Sempach and Nafels and its success
is followed by a narrative of the first attempts of the league to enlarge its
borders by conquests and by alliances with neighbouring districts, most of
whom later joined it. Appenzell and 8. Gallon, the Val d'Ossola and the
Aargau, serve as a foil to the glories of Morgarten and Sempach, of which
they are the natural, if not legitimate, consequences.

Again the narrative is clear and flowing, as well as exceedingly accurate.
This last characteristic is doubtless due to Herr Dierauer's marvellous ac-
quaintance with all the original authorities and all else written and printed
on his subject. From the ' Eidgenossische Abschiede' to the most recent
and the least important article in a local periodical publication, all is
equally familiar to Viirn, and it must in many places have been harder to
find out where the articles on such and such a point were printed than
to utilise them when found. In one passage Herr Dierauer refers to the
ENGLISH HIBTOBICAL REVIEW. Yet, despite this overwhelming mass of
literature, Herr Dierauer is not overwhelmed by it. He is master of it all,
and this, far from leading him to burden his pages with a crowd of details,
enables him to construct an edifice complete in all its parts and yet
admirably proportioned. The scheme of his book is carefully thought
out beforehand, and carried out with no less skill than was displayed in
designing it.

Another merit of the book has still to be mentioned. It might be
gathered from what has been said above that the book is strictly negative
in the sense of rejecting all the old legends and explanations. This would
be a most erroneous impression, for it is eminently distinguished by a
critical, not a negative, judgment. For instance, when concluding (p. 150)
his brilliant sketch of the ' Tellsage,1 he expressly states that he is opposed
to the purely negative conclusions of Billiet, and is of opinion that at the
bottom of the tale there is some popular tradition. He endorses the
weighty words of Vulliemin, Je dis, non fable mais ligende. Fable
affirme quo tout est invention. Dans ma pensie ce serait aller trop loin.
So too, while admitting that the Winkelried story may date back rather
earlier than is maintained by the advanced critics, he points out the ex-
treme difficulty of reconciling this episode with the authentic accounts of
the battle of Sempach which have come down to us (p. 880). It is to his
own investigations that we owe the separation of fact from fiction in the
narrative of the fight on the Stoss in 1405 (p. 407). So too Herr Dierauer
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holds that the derivation of' Uri' from Ur=Auerochs is a bit of folk etymo-
logy (p. 82). Yet he notes that the name ' Bern' is historically associated
as early as the city seal of 1224 (that town having been founded in 1191)
with ' bears,' while the derivation from ' Verona' is unsupported by the
evidence of chronicles or charters (p. 60). He will not give a definite
judgment in the case of the name ' Luzem,' rejecting decidedly the
opinion that it comes from ' lacerna' and not accepting the theory that
derives it from ' Leodegar' (p. 165). I might multiply instances of the
same cautious tendency, which is critical if you will, but cannot justly
be described as negative and nothing but destructive.

One cannot help wondering whether we are ever likely to have a good
Swiss history in English. Gibbon, Planta, Lardner are out of date; while
Miss Lee's ' Story' can scarcely be described as in date. The appearance
of a really trustworthy Swiss history in German makes us hope that
some industrious person will not translate but transcribe for English
readers this authentic story of Swiss liberty. I cordially agree with Herr
Dierauer's remark (p. 266) that he ' heartily laments ' that the historian
of the Acheean league has not yet found time to write the history of the
Swiss league, of which he himself has said that ' no part of' his ' task will
be more delightful or instructive.'' Swiss history presents many in-
teresting problems to the historian, but as a set of studies in federalism
it is absolutely unique. W. A. B. COOLTDGB.

Etudes sur quelques Manusorits des Bibliothiques d'Italic concernant
I'Inquisition et les Croycmcea JUrttiques du XIII* au XVII' Siicle.
Par CHABT.KB MOLDTEKB. 8VO. (Paris: Leroux. 1887.) (Extrait
des Archives des Missions scientifiques et litte'raires, t. xiii.)

PBOFESSOB CHABLES MOLINIEB is well known through his researches in
the history of Languedoc, especially in connexion with the career of the
Inquisition. His ' L'Inquisition dans le midi de la France,' issued in
1880, was the first really scientific attempt to investigate the procedure
of that tribunal from original souroes, and stamped its author as one of
the most promising of the band of earnest students who are engaged in
building up the new historical school of France. In 1886 he was sent by
the ministry of public instruction on a mission to investigate the docu-
ments concerning the Inquisition contained in the Italian libraries, and
the present volume contains the results of his labours. In view of the
enormous amount of research devoted to this subject by native scholars,
it was hardly to be expected that M. Molinier would be rewarded by
discovering much of novelty and importance, but he succeeded in Trmlring
several finds of value.

He divides into three categories the manuscripts described in his re-
port : (1) those relating to heresies, (2) manuals of inquisitorial procedure,
and (8) interrogatories of heretics before the Inquisition, and his de-
scriptions of the manuscripts are accompanied with ample explanatory
and illustrative notes. In the first division he brings to our knowledge
some new authorities concerning the beliefs of both Cathari and Waldenses;

1 E. A. Freeman, History of Federal Government, i. 121.
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